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Tepic
M

This colonial city, capital of the state,
has several attractions such as the
Purisima Concepcion Cathedral,
the Temple and former Convent of
la Cruz de Zacate and the Sefior San
JoséTemple. Amongthe culturalsites
are: the Juan Escutia House Muse-
um, the Amado Nervo House Mu-
seum, the Regional Anthropology
and History Museum, the Emilia
Ortiz Contemporary Art Center, the
Science and Innovation Interactive
Museum, the Ali Chumacero Town
Theater, the Palacio de Gobierno,
thePalacio Municipal, theJuanEscu-
tia Municipal Market, the Prome-
nade of laLoma Gral. Esteban Baca
Calderon, the Alameda Central Park,
the Juan Escutia Garden and the Pla-
za de Armas or Principal Plaza. Oth-
er interesting places are the Ruins of
the FormerJauja Textile Factoryand
theVirgendeGuadalupeSanctuary.
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Museo histérico de Bellavista

It also has natural attractions such as
the Jumatan Waterfall, the Agua
Caliente spring, the Mololoa river -
where the El Salto Waterfall is locat-
ed-, the Bella Vista springs, the
Aguamilpa Dam, the Sangangiiey
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volcano, and the San Juan and de
la Cruz hills and the Aguila Look-
out Point. In the nearby town of
Bellavista are the Former Hilados
andTejidosFactoryandtheLucha
Obrera Comunity Museum.
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San Blas
ECs]

Historic town with interesting
places like La Contaduria Fort,
the Temple of Nuestra Sefora
del Rosario “La Marinera”, the
former Aduana Maritima and
the Virgen de Fatima Temple. It
also has several natural attrac-
tionssuchasthefamous Marials-
lands, beaches like Santa Cruz
and Mita, and springs and water
parks such as El Mamey and El
Tepetate. Besides, nearby is La
Tovara protected area.

La Contaduria Fort, San Blas.s ™

Compostela
M
FoundedbyNufiode Guzmanin 1530,
it has places like the Santiago de
Compostela Temple, - devoted to
theSenordelaMisericordia—, thePar-
ishHouse, theHermanosFlores Mu-
oz House of Culture, the Compos-
tela Archaeology and History
Museum and the Presidencia Mu-
nicipal. In the town of Zapotan you
can visit the Miravalles Hacienda
and theTemple of laVirgen de Gua-
dalupe, and in Mazatan, the Temple
of la Virgen de la Natividad.

This region, nestled in the Sierra Ma-
dre Occidental, is inhabited by Coras
and Huichol Indians. There are several
townswith churcheslike Jesus Maria,
Huaynamota, Santa Teresa and San
Juan Peyotan. It has several natural
attractions such as the Dolores, Los
Tecolotes, El Aguila, Los Cuervos
and La Silla hills, besides the Agua-
milpa and San Rafael dams.
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Santiago de Compostela Temple

Santa Maria del Oro

Among the attractions of this old
mining town, stands out the Santa
MariadelOroLagoon,locatedinthe
crater of a volcano. You can also visit
the Temple and ParishHouse of the
Sefior de la Ascension, one of
the oldest churches in the country.
In the town of Zapotanito the Espi-
ritu Santo Chapel and the Nuestra
Seiora del Refugio Chapel are lo-
cated.InTequepexpanisthe Temple
of San Antonio, and El Charco Verde
and Acuia thermal water springs.

Jala

Typical town with interesting plac-
essuch asthe Lateran Basilicaof la
SeinoradelaAsuncion,the Temple
of la Natividad, the Temple of Jo-
mulco, the Temple of the old Hos-
pital de Indios, the Temple of San
Francisco de Asis, the Casona Xali
hotel and the Municipal House of
Culture. The Ceboruco Volcano is
located nearby.
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Casona Xali, Jala.

San Pedro Lagunillas
]l

It has interesting places like the San
Pedro Temple and Parish House,
the Martires Plaza, the Palacio Mu-
nicipal and the Terebintos Plaza. In
the surroundings are the San Pedro

Temple of Quetzalcéatl, Los Toriles. _
t i

Lagoon and the former La Condesa
Hacienda, in Amado Nervo.

Los Toriles

tlén del Rio)

This pre - Hispanic city was inhabited
since the Classic period (ca. AD 400)
until the arrival of the Spaniards. Al-
thoughitis very big, only a few build-
ingshavebeen explored, the mostin-
teresting called the Temple of
Quetzalcoatl, considered as one of
the most beautiful examples of the
architecture of West Mexico.

Islas Marietas

osphere Reserve
Itisagroupofsmallislandsthatarehome
to a great diversity of coral species, fish
and marine mammals; Highlights in-
clude the blue footed booby bird and
the humpback whale, which can be
seen between December and March.
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Huajicori
Ll
In this colonial town are the Temple
of Nuestra Seiiora de los Reme-
dios. It has natural attractions such
as the Caramota thermal waters,
Sapo Grande and El Toloache hills
and the La Catalina lagoon.

Amatlan de Cafas
T

In this village you can visit the Jesus
de Nazareno Temple, the Rosario
Temple, the Palacio Municipal and
the Zaragoza Garden. Among its
natural attractions are the El Manto
thermal waters park and the San
Blasito spring.

Ixtlan del Rio

G

Amongits attractions are the Parish
House and Temple of Santiago
Apostol, the Comunity Museum
and the House of Culture. Near-
by are the La Sidra water park, La
Vertiente thermal waters and the
Cerro de Cristo Rey viewpoint.

Temple of Santiago Apéstol, Ixtlan del Rio.
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Temple of Nuestra Sefiora de los Remedios, Huajicori.

Riviera Nayarit

38

Along over 320 km of coasts, itis an
area with a wide offer that goes
from beaches with boutique hotels
to small rural destinations in estu-
aries, lagoons and mangroves.

Bahia de Banderas

Lk

It is the biggest bay in Mexico, it
measures 68 km reaching part of
Jalisco, and has several attractions.
Here are the Islas Marietas Bio-
sphereReserveandthetouristand
residential nautical resort of Nuevo
Vallarta. It has several beaches
such as: Punta Mita, Bucerias,
Litibu, Sayulita, San Pancho, Des-
tiladeras, Flamingos Nayarita,
Corral del Risco, Cruz de Huana-
caxtle, Jarretaderas and El An-
clote, as well as the El Quelele La-
goon. In the town San José del
Valleisthe Temple of San José and
inthe town San Juan de Abajo, the
Church of San Juan Bautista.

La Yesca

3

In this town is the Temple of
Santa Maria de Guadalupe and
it is an ideal destination to enjoy
nature, because surrounding it
arethe Pajaritos Sierra, the Apo-
zolco and Huajimic-Comotlan
lagoons, the Cerro de Picahos
and El Cajon Dam.

Punta Mita.
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Santiago Ixcuintla
BEHEM

Ithas attractions like the Sefior de
laAscensionTempleandthe Pa-
lacio Municipal. By the coastisthe
Mexcaltitlanlsland, with interest-
ing sites like the EIOrigen de Mex-
caltitlan Museumandthe Temple
of San Pedro and San Pablo.

Acaponeta

®him

With interesting sites like the
Temple of Nuestra Sefiora de la
Asuncién - built in the 16t centu-
ry -, the SantisimaVirgen de Gua-
dalupe Sanctuary, the House of
Culture - located in what used to
be a Franciscan convent -, the
Ali Chumacero House of Culture
- native of the place - and the
Vladimir Cora House Museum.

i, L
Temple of Nuestra Sefiora de la Asuncion,

Acaponeta.

Tecuala

FrEEl

In this area of massive fish and
shrimp production is located the
biggest beach in Latin America:
El Novillero, with lenght of
82 km, and the lagoons of Agua
Brava and Cuautla as well as the
estuaries of Teacapan. In the vil-
lage you can visit the Sagrado
Corazdn de Jests Templeand the
remains of the Former Hacienda
of San Cayetano. In the town of
San Felipe Aztatan, is the Monu-
ment of la Mexicanidad.
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Mexcaltitlan Island.

FOLKART (&)

Nayarit has one of the closest crafts-
manship traditions to indigenous
roots; in the state there are many
Coras and Huichol. Among the pro-
ducts you can find are the ojos de
Dios (wooden crosses wrapped by
wool threads) and nierikas (gourd
with beads); the cuadros tejidos
(woven pictures) and musicinstru-
ments from E| Nayar; the fishing
netsandartifacts fromTecuala; the
huaraches and manta shirts from
San Blas; the typical Huichol cos-
tumes and morrales of La Yesca;
the embroidered blankets with
religious motifs of Huajicori; the to-
bacco leaf cigars of Compostela
and the pottery of Jala.
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uichol Craftsman.
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Rincén de Guayabitos Bay.

Costa Alegre

On this coast are the beaches of Cha-
cala, LaPeiiitadeJaltemba, Rincon
deGuayabitosBay, LosAyala,Lode
Marcos and Platanitos Beach.

Isla Isabel National Park
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Itis a small volcanic formation island
which is a refugee for bird nesting.
Due to the fragility of the ecosystem,
only smallgroup visits are allowed for

research and photography.

CUISINE (1)

Nayarit has a wide variety of region-
al cuisine with dishes such as the
deer meat, whole milk cheeses,
barcinas (dried shrimp in small
balls), pollo a la picha, oyster’s chi-
michangas, seafood and fishes.
Among the sweets stand out the
yaca (fruit similar to guanabana),
arrayan, jocuixtles (wild fruit in
piloncillo), coyules and banana
bread. The typical beverages are
tejuino, tepache, the maracuya
liqueur, and nanche.

Shrimp Broth.




And don’t miss...

« Go to Banderas Bay
«Visit San Blas

« Tour around Tepic city
« Visit the Nayar

« Acquire an indigenous handicraft

Touristic information
www.visitnayarit.com

Tepic

Secretary of Tourism Information Module: Av. México and
Calzada del Ejército Nacional no. #, Col. Centro, C.P. 63000,
311-210-0640

San Blas

Touristic Information Module: Juarez corner Sinaloa, no. 1,
next to the Arco, Col. Centro, C.P. 63740, 323-285-0271

Bahia de Banderas

Touristic Information Module: Av. Cocoteros and Blvd. Nuevo
Vallarta, Fracc. Nuevo Vallarta, C.P. 63735

Ixtlén del Rio

Touristic Information Module: Av. Hidalgo, no. #, Col. Centro,
C.P. 63940, 322-297-1006

Guayabitos

Touristic Information Module: Main entrance to Fraccio-
namiento Solnuevo, C.P. 63727, Rincon de Guayabitos,
327-274-0693

Office of Conventions and Visitors of Riviera Nayarit: Av. Paseo
Cocoteros, no. 85 Sur, local 1-8, Paradise Plaza, C.P. 63732,
Nuevo Vallarta, 322-297-2516, www.rivieranayarit.com.mx

Restaurants and Condii ted Food Industry National Chamber
(canirac) Tepic: Av. Jacarandas, no. 286-A, Col. San Juan, C.P.
63730, 311-214-0980, caniractepic@hotmail.com

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS

Tepic
Red Cross: 311-213-1160 Police: 060, 322-221-1065
Fire Station: 311-213-1809 and 221-1527

and 213-1607 Emergency: 066

Federal Highway
Patrol: 311-213-3127
Emergency: 066

Nuevo Vallarta
Red Cross: 322-222-1533
Fire Station: 322-224-7701 Wirir Mjior
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FRON COVER: SAN BLAS BEACH. BACK COVER: HUICHOL CRAFTSMAN. PHOTOS: © CPTM / RICARDO ESPINOSA-REO

«Visit Compostela

« Go to the archaeological site of Los Toriles
« Observe the humpback whales

« Visit the Nayarit Riviera

« Go to Mexcaltitlan Island
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